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Renishaw sponsored Shaun the Sheep sculpture goes on display at Bristol Museum and Art Gallery

Renishaw is delighted to sponsor a ‘baa-rilliant’ new sculpture of Shaun the Sheep as part of the ‘Shaun in the City’ charity sculpture trail across Bristol, which supports The Grand Appeal, the Bristol Children’s Hospital Charity.

The sculpture, entitled ‘Arabian Lights’, is located in the entrance of Bristol Museum and Art Gallery, and is one of 70 ‘ewe-nique’ Shauns which will graze across Bristol throughout July and August 2015. 

The Shauns will be on display in iconic locations and tourist destinations across Bristol, before being auctioned on 8 October, with all proceeds from the sale of the Bristol trail sculptures supporting The Grand Appeal. 

Each of the five-foot sculptures has been individually designed by a whole flock of artists, designers, and famous faces, including Wallace & Gromit and Shaun the Sheep creator Nick Park CBE.

‘Arabian Lights’ was designed by Nigel Leach, Senior Model Maker at Aardman Animations, and stands out from the flock with its shear genius design. Over 1000 holes were drilled into the fibreglass body to create circular patterns, and lights are installed within the sculpture, to create a projector effect.

During the project, the 70 sculptures have to look their best for their visitors, so The Grand Appeal  have organised a ‘Shepherding Programme’, where ‘Shaun in the City’ sponsors volunteer to clean their Shaun. Eight Renishaw volunteers will look after ‘Arabian Lights’ over the two month period. Kim Watson, a Marketing Executive at Renishaw, is the head shepherd for ‘Arabian Lights’. She says: “I am delighted to be a Shaun in the City shepherd. I think that it’s a great idea to involve sponsors and their employees by taking care of their Shaun. It just adds to the excitement of the event.”

The Grand Appeal organised the phenomenally successful Gromit Unleashed trail in 2013, which saw 80 sculptures of Aardman’s canine sidekick raise more than £2.3million at auction for the Appeal.

Shaun’s creator, Nick Park CBE, said: “It’s been a busy year for Shaun, he has just launched his first movie and now he has his very own arts trail. Shaun is such a well-loved character with so many fans around the globe, I am sure many will flock to Bristol to be part of the fun.”

Nicola Masters, Director of Wallace & Gromit’s Grand Appeal, said: “We are looking forward to welcoming visitors from all over the UK and overseas to Bristol, showcasing our fabulous Shaun in the City sculptures and all that Bristol has to offer as a vibrant city whilst raising funds for The Grand Appeal, the Bristol Children’s Hospital Charity.”

-ENDS-
About Renishaw

Renishaw is a world leading engineering technologies company, supplying products used for applications as diverse as jet engine and wind turbine manufacture, through to dentistry and brain surgery. It employs 4,000 people globally, some 2,600 of which are located at its 15 sites in the UK, plus over 1,400 staff located in the 32 countries where it has wholly owned subsidiary operations.


[bookmark: _GoBack]The Company's success has been recognised with numerous international awards, including eighteen Queen's Awards recognising achievements in technology, export and innovation. For more information visit www.renishaw.com 




About Wallace & Gromit’s Grand Appeal

In 20 years, The Grand Appeal, the Bristol Children’s Hospital Charity has raised over £30million to support sick babies and children at Bristol Children’s Hospital and the Special Care Baby Unit at St Michael’s Hospital, providing life-saving equipment, patient activities, new services and family accommodation. The Grand Appeal also runs Cots for Tots House – a 12-bedded family accommodation unit for the parents of critically ill babies treated in the Special Care Baby Unit.

Bristol Children’s Hospital is one of the UK’s leading children’s hospitals treating patients from across the South West, South Wales and beyond with life-threatening illnesses and serves as the paediatric intensive care centre for the whole South West region. The hospital is an international, national and regional specialist centre of excellence for a range of services including neurosurgery, burns, cardiac, leukaemia and bone marrow transplants.

The Grand Appeal will benefit from funds raised from the flock of 70 Shaun in the City sculptures placed in Bristol during summer 2015.

Since 1995 the multi award-winning charity has enjoyed a unique relationship with Aardman Animations, whose Oscar-winning characters Wallace and Gromit spearhead the fundraising. The founding directors of Aardman Animations, David Sproxton and Peter Lord, as well as the Creator of Wallace and Gromit, Nick Park, are trustees of the Charity.

For more information, visit www.grandappeal.org.uk.
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