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Renishaw’s STEM education programme goes virtual
Gloucestershire based engineering technologies company, Renishaw, recently hosted free virtual science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM) workshops for key stage two and three children to give students more opportunities to gain hands-on engineering experience. The children had the opportunity to take online courses on 3D printing and coding with Scratch to help them gain new skills and bring real-world context to their STEM curricula.  

The 3D printing courses, hosted on Microsoft Teams Live, included a session on printing a fridge magnet or phone stand. In each session, the children were given an explanation of 3D printing and examples of how it is used in industry and by Renishaw. The children then used software to experiment with designing an object in 3D and slicing the design ready for printing. Renishaw will print and post every student’s design so that they can see the result of their hard work. Renishaw also hosted a virtual coding course using Scratch software to learn the basics of block code, create a game and learn a fundamental engineering skill.

Both workshops ended with a question and answer session with the Renishaw education team. Students had the opportunity to hear about real-world engineering projects at Renishaw, giving students real insight into the variety of opportunities in engineering and encouraging them to consider it as a future career option. 
 
“We’re investing in education because our future engineers are students in school today,” explained Simon Biggs, Education Outreach Officer at Renishaw. “We may not be able to physically visit classrooms and host practical workshops at the moment, however, we can still provide a hands-on environment in these virtual workshops that gives students an insight into the vibrant world of engineering.”

Renishaw is committed to sharing positive messages about engineering. Its education outreach programme supports parents and teachers across Gloucestershire, Bristol and South Wales, offering a range of activities aimed at students between Years 5 to 13. The range of hands-on activities are designed to get students excited about engineering and inspire them to consider STEM careers in the future. 

For more information on Renishaw’s commitment to education outreach, visit https://www.renishaw.com/en/education-outreach--34713  

-ENDS-

Notes to editors

UK-based Renishaw is a world leading engineering technologies company, supplying products used for applications as diverse as jet engine and wind turbine manufacture, through to dentistry and brain surgery. It has over 4,000 employees located in the 37 countries where it has wholly owned subsidiary operations. 

For the year ended June 2020 Renishaw recorded sales of £510.2 million of which 94% was due to exports. The company’s largest markets are China, the USA, Japan and Germany.

Throughout its history Renishaw has made a significant commitment to research and development, with historically between 13 and 18% of annual sales invested in R&D and engineering. The majority of this R&D and manufacturing of the company’s products is carried out in the UK.

The Company’s success has been recognised with numerous international awards, including eighteen Queen’s Awards recognising achievements in technology, export and innovation. 

Further information at www.renishaw.com
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