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More than 40 school students enjoy ‘insightful’ Renishaw work experience week

More than 40 school students have enjoyed a week’s work experience at the Wotton-under-Edge, Gloucestershire headquarters of metrology company Renishaw. From the 6th to the 10th of July 2015, the students learnt about the business and undertook their own research and development project to design a new measurement system.

The 42 students came from 13 different schools across England and Wales, with one student travelling from Illinois in the United States to attend the week of hands-on work experience, the first such week Renishaw has organised.

Julie Collins, Renishaw’s Education Liaison Manager, said, “Each year we give one-week work experience placements to around 70 students. Whilst this has generally worked well, we decided this year to run a pilot scheme which was more project-based and which we felt would give students experience of working in teams to tackle realistic engineering challenges.”

Throughout the week, the students, aged between 14 and 17, worked in groups of six to investigate, create and develop a working prototype model of a measuring machine which could operate without the need for compressed air. Each student had an important role to play within their group, from marketing and design, to production, purchasing and project management, with the overall objective of the project being to simulate working in a research and development team at Renishaw.

Group Engineering Director Geoff McFarland said, “The week of work experience was hugely successful. The students seemed to thoroughly enjoy their time at Renishaw, and we were delighted to have so many enthusiastic potential engineers at our New Mills headquarters. Many people have memories of work experiences spent making cups of tea, but we wanted to give the students a hands-on, real-life experience that they would face if they worked at Renishaw, and I think we achieved that.”

Feedback from the students was very positive, with one pupil from Katharine Lady Berkeley’s School in Wotton-under-Edge saying, “The Renishaw work experience was great. Being my first work experience week, I had no idea what to expect, but Renishaw left a good impression.”

Another student, from Queen Elizabeth’s Hospital School, Bristol, noted, “It was really good to see how the process works and much more hands on than other work experience I've done”, whilst a final year student from Thomas Keble School, Stroud, said, “It was a really good work experience because it was hands on and gave a really good insight to a job at Renishaw and in the engineering industry”.



About Renishaw

Renishaw is one of the world's leading engineering and scientific technology companies, with expertise in precision measurement and healthcare. The company supplies products and services used in applications as diverse as jet engine and wind turbine manufacture, through to dentistry and brain surgery. It is also a world leader in the field of additive manufacturing (also referred to as 3D printing), where it is the only UK business that designs and makes industrial machines which ‘print' parts from metal powder.

The Renishaw Group currently has more than 70 offices in 33 countries, with over 4,000 employees, of which 2,700 people are employed within the UK. The majority of the company's R&D and manufacturing is carried out in the UK and for the year ended June 2015 Renishaw achieved sales of £494.7 million of which 95% was due to exports. The company's largest markets are China, the USA, South Korea, Germany and Japan.
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