
[image: ]
June 2021 – for immediate release    Further information: Chris Pockett, +44 1453 524133


Renishaw supports Welsh manufacturing academy to help upskill the workforce 

To support the upskilling of the engineering workforce across Wales, global engineering technologies company, Renishaw, has supplied a range of metrology equipment to the Advanced Manufacturing Skills Academy (AMSA). At the facility, based at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD), manufacturing apprentices can develop, maintain and build upon their skills, using the latest industry standard machine tools and inspection equipment. 

Funded by the Welsh Government and the Higher Education Funding Council for Wales (HEFCW), AMSA aims to enhance the practical skills of engineering apprentices. Students can use the centre to gain hands-on experience with equipment for computer aided design (CAD), computer aided manufacture (CAM), computer numerical control (CNC) machining and co-ordinate measuring machine (CMM) inspection. 

“There has been a skills gap in the Welsh engineering industry for many years, and a lack of funding means this gap has continued to grow,” explained Lee Pratt, Academy Manager at AMSA. “Working with world leaders in the field, such as Renishaw, enables us to address the skills gap by giving students hands-on experience with the modern technology they will use in their careers.”

“Our aim at the Academy is not just to develop the skills of students but to develop their confidence. Coming straight out of school to enter a modern manufacturing environment can be daunting. Students can use the Academy to learn in a comfortable environment and work at their own pace, to build confidence that will help them excel in their future careers.”

The Academy works in partnership with industry leaders, such as Renishaw, Mazak and Sandvik Coromant, who help to equip the facility and provide the knowledge and skills that engineers need for today’s modern manufacturing environments. Renishaw has installed the latest OMP60 in-process measuring probes and associated software to three of the Academy’s CNC machine tools and has also supplied a co-ordinate measuring machine equipped with Renishaw sensors. The aim is to give students the opportunity to improve machining and measurement skills using industry standard equipment. 

“By working closely with the Academy, we can ensure that apprentices have access to the state-of-the-art equipment and current knowledge that will help them make an impact from the outset of their careers,” explained Steve Franklin, Area Sales Manager for Central England and South Wales at Renishaw. “As we continue to work with the Academy, we hope to see some of our own apprentices use the facilities too.”

The success of AMSA resulted in the Academy being invited to host the finals of Skills Competition Wales on April 21st and 22nd, 2021. Entrants, some of whom are apprentices at the Academy, were issued with a 3D model and 2D drawing and were given seven hours to produce the component using the equipment at the facility. The engineers worked on site, following Covid-19 guidelines, to complete the task and understand more about the pressures found daily in a modern manufacturing environment. The successful apprentices were invited to an awards ceremony and be put forward to compete in the 2023 World Skills Competition in France.  

For further information on apprenticeships at Renishaw, visit www.renishaw.com/en/apprenticeships/.


-ENDS-

Notes to editors

UK-based Renishaw is a world leading engineering technologies company, supplying products used for applications as diverse as jet engine and wind turbine manufacture, through to dentistry and brain surgery. It has over 4,500 employees located in the 37 countries where it has wholly owned subsidiary operations. 

For the year ended June 2020 Renishaw recorded sales of £510.2 million of which 94% was due to exports. The company’s largest markets are China, the USA, Japan and Germany.

Throughout its history Renishaw has made a significant commitment to research and development, with historically between 13 and 18% of annual sales invested in R&D and engineering. The majority of this R&D and manufacturing of the company’s products is carried out in the UK.

The Company’s success has been recognised with numerous international awards, including eighteen Queen’s Awards recognising achievements in technology, export and innovation. 

Further information at www.renishaw.com
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