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Renishaw unveils extended range of on-machine apps for CNC machine tools

Intuitive, easy-to-use on-machine probing apps for component measurement and inspection.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Renishaw, a market-leading engineering technologies company, will introduce its extended range of on‑machine probing apps at MACH 2018, (9th–13th April, stand H19-430).

The increasing frequency with which machine tool builders are integrating Microsoft® Windows®-based, touch-screens to machine tool controls provides the perfect platform for the development of on-machine apps which support machine tool probing functionality. Renishaw has a newly augmented suite of on-machine apps which allow probe routines to be swiftly and simply created, executed and reviewed, helping manufacturing organisations to minimise cycle times and maximise productivity.

Innovative, intuitive and yet powerful, these apps are perfect for users who are new to probing and those with little machine code knowledge, whilst still offering operational benefits to more experienced users.

The Set and Inspect app, supporting probe calibration, part setting, tool setting and component inspection, is so simple that virtually no training is required: just select the required probing cycle from its icon-driven programming environment and then complete the necessary input fields. The app does the rest; automatically generating the required machine code and loading it to the control, significantly reducing programming time and virtually eliminating data entry errors. Results are immediately available to view on screen, displaying nominal, actual and deviation values for the relevant feature.

In addition to this basic Single cycle mode of operation, the app also features a Program builder mode, allowing the creation of more complex probe routines. Inspection cycles are created one feature at a time, culminating in a multi-feature program which can be executed as a standalone program or embedded into existing machine code.

Available as both OEM and retrofit options, Set and Inspect is compatible with leading controller brands including Fanuc, Mazak, Mitsubishi and Okuma, installing to Microsoft® Windows®-based controls, or a Windows tablet connected to the control. Configurable menus allow a single installation to support 3-axis and 5-axis machining centres, lathes and multi-tasking machines.

‘Reporter’ is a complementary, real-time process monitoring app. Generating highly-visual, graphical representations of measurement data and displaying the pass, fail or warning status of each measurement, the app is an ideal tool for basic trend reporting. Archive measurement data stored on the machine tool control can also be displayed and reviewed, helping to identify longer term trends, thermal effects and schedule preventative maintenance tasks.

The app can also be used to display data captured using other Renishaw machine tool software and a number of OEM probing cycles.

For further information, visit www.renishaw.com/mtp.
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