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Backwards compatibility of Productivity+™
Overview

Productivity+™ applications are designed to operate with files created in previous versions of the
software. This document demonstrates valid, compatible combinations of application and file versions
for Productivity+™ software versions 1.5 and later.

Software family/product concerned
Productivity+™ (Active Editor Pro and GibbsCAM® plug-in) version 1.5 and later

Detailed description

When opening a Productivity+™ file that was created (or last saved) in a version of the software
different to that which is currently installed, one of two alarms will be displayed.
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Table 1 on the following page indicates known conditions that will result in these alarms being
displayed. Table 2 outlines the effects of running a program on a machine where program macros are
of a different version to those resident on the machine.



Opening an existing Productivity+™ file

Software installation version
File version Previous

Software installation and file version at same level = J

Software more recent than file version = Alarm A.
Previous Software then updates file to current installation version

Software older than file version = Alarm B.
Save operation results in existing file being overwritten with a
blank file at current installation version

Alarm B.
Current Save operation results in existing file being overwritten with a
blank file at current installation version

Current

Alarm A.
Software updates the file to
current installation version

v

Note: existing Productivity+™ files which are subsequently saved using a more recent software release cannot
then be opened using the software version they were originally created in. If necessary, store back-up copies of

files at their original level.

Running machine programs

The effect of running a machine program created using a software application having different macros to those

resident on the machine tool control

(Tested on Siemens, Heidenhain and Fanuc (31i Robodrill))

Macro version
File version Previous

Macro same version or later than file version = J

Previous . . . . .
Macro version earlier than file version: fails and prompts user to
update macros

Current Fails and prompts user to update macros

Current
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GibbsCAM is a registered trademark of Gibbs and Associates in the United States and/or other countries.
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About Renishaw

Renishaw is an established
world leader in engineering
technologies, with a strong
history of innovation in product
development and manufacturing.
Since its formation in 1973, the
company has supplied leading-
edge products that increase
process productivity, improve
product quality and deliver cost-
effective automation solutions.

A worldwide network of subsidiary
companies and distributors
provides exceptional service and
support for its customers.

Products include:

o Dental CAD/CAM scanning
and milling systems

« Encoder systems for high
accuracy linear, angle and
rotary position feedback

o Laser and ballbar systems for
performance measurement
and calibration of machines

o Medical devices for
neurosurgical applications

« Probe systems and software
for job set-up, tool setting and
inspection on CNC machine
tools

+ Raman spectroscopy systems
for non-destructive material
analysis

« Sensor systems and software
for measurement on CMMs
(co-ordinate measuring
machines)

o Styli for CMM and machine
tool probe applications
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