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Renishaw and the ITSA Digital Trust partnership helps bridge the digital divide in African schools

Renishaw’s long-term partnership with Gloucestershire-based computer recycling charity, the ITSA Digital Trust (ITSA), is transforming access to digital education in Africa. Since 2012, Renishaw has donated hundreds of pieces of IT equipment that is no longer suitable for business use, including laptops, desktop computers, keyboards, mice and essential accessories. After refurbishment by ITSA, the equipment is then shipped to schools in Kenya, Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe, where digital resources are limited.

This partnership is helping to address a stark digital divide: only nine percent of households in Africa have access to a computer, compared to over 75 per cent in Europe. Through these donations, Renishaw is helping students gain essential IT skills that can improve their chances of pursuing higher education and accessing better job opportunities in the future. 

“Renishaw’s commitment to sustainability and social responsibility has made partnerships like this one a vital part of its broader community engagement efforts. It’s incredibly rewarding to know that equipment we no longer need is helping to change lives,” said Charles Nash, IT Service Manager at Renishaw. “By working with ITSA, we’re giving technology a second life. One that supports education, opportunity and long-term impact well beyond our business.”

ITSA, formerly known as IT Schools Africa, works with a wide range of organisations in the Gloucestershire area to collect, refurbish and repurpose used IT equipment that might otherwise go to waste. The charity is driven by a mission to reduce digital exclusion both in Africa and the UK, and its efforts have already given more than 6.5 million people access to digital education.

In June 2025, Renishaw’s IT & Security team visited ITSA’s facilities to see the refurbishment process first-hand and capture imagery that tells the story of how these vital donations are making a global impact.

“We are incredibly grateful for Renishaw’s ongoing support and commitment to digital inclusion,” said Jenny Evans, Marketing and Donations Manager at ITSA. “Access to a working computer may seem basic to many, but for the young people we support, it opens the door to opportunity and a brighter future. Partnerships like this are at the heart of what we do.”


For further information on Renishaw’s Environmental, Social & Governance (ESG) goals, visit https://www.renishaw.com/en/corporate-responsibility

-ENDS-

Notes to editors

About The ITSA Digital Trust
ITSA Digital Trust is a registered UK charity that works to transform lives through digital education. By refurbishing and reusing IT equipment, the charity provides access to computers and digital skills training in Africa and the UK, tackling digital exclusion at both local and global levels.

Further information at https://itsadigitaltrust.org/

About Renishaw
Renishaw is a world leading supplier of measuring systems and manufacturing systems. Its products give high accuracy and precision, gathering data to provide customers and end users with traceability and confidence in what they’re making. This technology also helps its customers to innovate their products and processes.

It is a global business with over 5,000 employees located in the 36 countries where it has wholly owned subsidiary operations. The majority of R&D work takes place in the UK, with the largest manufacturing sites located in the UK, Ireland and India.

For the year ended June 2024 Renishaw recorded sales of £691.3 million of which 95% was due to exports. The company’s largest markets are China, USA, Japan and Germany.

Renishaw is guided by its purpose: Transforming Tomorrow Together. This means working with its customers to make the products, create the materials, and develop the therapies that are going to be needed for the future.

Further information at www.renishaw.com
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