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Renishaw backed project wins national Aerospace & Defence award

At the recent Collaborate to Innovate (C2I) awards, global engineering technologies company, Renishaw and other partners of the collaborative additive manufacturing (AM) group, DRAMA, won in the aerospace and defence category. The award recognises how DRAMA has developed physical and digital assets to fuel metal AM adoption across the aerospace sector’s entire UK supply chain.  

DRAMA, or the Digital Reconfigurable Additive Manufacturing facilities for Aerospace, was first set up in 2017 by the National Centre for Additive Manufacturing at Coventry’s Manufacturing Technology Centre. This three-year collaborative research project will help to build a stronger AM supply chain for UK aerospace by developing a digital learning factory. The group consists of the Centre and seven partners that are original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) with existing investments and expertise in AM, including Renishaw, ATS Global, Autodesk, Ansys Granta, Midlands Aerospace Alliance, National Physical Laboratory and University of Birmingham.  

“AM has the potential to revolutionise the way aerospace components are manufactured,” explained Bryan Austin, Director of AM Sales at Renishaw. “A single AM part can significantly reduce the number of components that go into an existing aircraft and strengthen the overall build. This new centre will provide metal powder bed processes and a bespoke digital platform, so companies can speed up manufacturing and optimise their products.

“DRAMA will enable the aerospace sector to gain valuable information on design for additive manufacture and information on physical manufactured parts that will help develop a new generation of aircraft,” concluded Austin.

Renishaw is a world leader in the design and manufacture of additive manufacturing systems and became a member of DRAMA to share its extensive industrial expertise. The Company’s Additive Manufacturing Solutions Centre, at its New Mills headquarters site in Gloucestershire, provides a secure development environment to build knowledge and confidence when using AM technology. It has also published an AM guide that educates and informs the wider community on the possibilities of additive manufacturing to increase uptake of the technology in mainstream manufacturing.

To find out more about Renishaw’s extensive range of technologies, visit www.renishaw.com/products,
 or take a look at some AM case studies from our clients https://www.renishaw.com/en/44452.aspx.


-ENDS-

Notes to editors

UK-based Renishaw is a world leading engineering technologies company, supplying products used for applications as diverse as jet engine and wind turbine manufacture, through to dentistry and brain surgery. It has over 4,000 employees located in the 37 countries where it has wholly owned subsidiary operations. 

For the year ended June 2020 Renishaw recorded sales of £510.2 million of which 94% was due to exports. The company’s largest markets are China, the USA, Japan and Germany.

Throughout its history Renishaw has made a significant commitment to research and development, with historically between 13 and 18% of annual sales invested in R&D and engineering. The majority of this R&D and manufacturing of the company’s products is carried out in the UK.

The Company’s success has been recognised with numerous international awards, including eighteen Queen’s Awards recognising achievements in technology, export and innovation. 

Further information at www.renishaw.com
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