
[image: ]
March 2022 – for immediate release    Further information: Chris Pockett, +44 1453 524133


Renishaw sponsors STEMworks education outreach programme

Global engineering technologies company, Renishaw, is continuing its sponsorship of STEMworks, a local non-profit organisation that runs a county-wide competition for primary school children aged seven to eleven. STEMworks have been visiting schools around Gloucestershire from September 2021 to find a winning team from each school who will take part in the Gloucestershire K’Nex final in the summer term, to be held at the Renishaw’s New Mills site in Wotton-under-Edge.

During the sessions, STEMworks gives talks to the participants about what engineering is and what engineers do. The workshops are also occasionally supported by Renishaw’s STEM ambassadors, who use their real-world engineering experience to help the children with their projects and provide an engineering role model throughout the sessions.

This year, participants will be challenged to create an eco home out of K’Nex to help publicise the importance of sustainable construction techniques. The eco homes must include two different eco technologies, such as solar or wind power, have moving parts and four different rooms. To promote social equality, the designs must be accessible for all users. Teams will be judged on the structural accuracy, integrated technology and creativity of the build before a winning team is announced. Participants will also be scored on their teamwork abilities, such as communication and problem solving, to replicate a real-life collaborative workplace.

“The K’Nex challenge that STEMworks runs is a brilliant initiative that gives potential future engineers an opportunity to learn practical engineering skills,” explained Rebecca Bound, Early Careers STEM Outreach Officer at Renishaw. “The workshops teach young people how to work as part of a team and gives them real-world experience in design, teamwork and creativity. We are also passionate about working with STEMworks because their sessions promote inclusivity, with different ages and genders taking part. Renishaw believes that being part of a competition helps drive innovation and this is certainly the case with this challenge.”

“This K’Nex competititon provides children with real world Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) experience, helping to spark a lifelong interest,” explained Mo Follis, Director at STEMworks. “It brings together many elements of the school curriculum in one project, such as creativity, teamwork and engineering. The support of Renishaw has helped to raise pupil aspirations, highlights future career opportunities and showcases the relevance that engineers have on the world around us.”

For more information about the STEM outreach programmes that Renishaw runs visit the website https://www.renishaw.com/en/education-outreach. 


-ENDS-

Notes to editors

UK-based Renishaw is a world leading engineering technologies company, supplying products used for applications as diverse as jet engine and wind turbine manufacture, through to dentistry and brain surgery. It has over 5,000 employees located in the 37 countries where it has wholly owned subsidiary operations. 

For the year ended June 2021 Renishaw recorded sales of £565.6 million of which 95% was due to exports. The company’s largest markets are China, the USA, Japan and Germany.

Throughout its history Renishaw has made a significant commitment to research and development, with historically between 13 and 18% of annual sales invested in R&D and engineering. The majority of this R&D and manufacturing of the company’s products is carried out in the UK.

The Company’s success has been recognised with numerous international awards, including eighteen Queen’s Awards recognising achievements in technology, export and innovation. 

Further information at www.renishaw.com
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