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Renishaw supports WorldSkills at MACH 2022
To help encourage students to pursue careers in science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM), global engineering companies, Renishaw, sponsored both the WorldSkills competition and the Education and Development zone at MACH 2022, the UK’s national exhibition for the manufacturing and engineering industry. The event took place at the NEC, Birmingham, and as part of its sponsorship, Renishaw provided equipment for the WorldSkills competition which ran during the show.  

Throughout the event from April 4th to 8th, finalists from the WorldSkills UK and European squads completed pressure tests and timed activities to showcase their design and machining skills. As a sponsor, Renishaw provided spindle probes and tool setting probes for the 500 LR vertical machining centres loaned by XYZ Machine Tools. Over the three days of MACH, the finalists were given drawings for three parts that they had to interpret and convert into a CAD model. They then had to program machines and manufacture the part, including probing routines, to meet set tolerances. The competitors were scored depending on how close the part was to tolerance, as well as meeting other judgement criteria, such as finishing the part to an industry standard or higher.

“Running a friendly competition at MACH 2022 gave participants a chance to test how well they work under pressure ahead of the WorldSkills final in October,” explained Michael Watson, UK Training Manager at WorldSkills and CNC Programmer at GKN Aerospace. “As well as getting the competitors out of their comfort zone and used to people watching them, holding a competition in the Education and Development zone gave us the chance to help visitors gain an understanding of what we do and encourage them to enter and diversify the competition further. ”

“I was first introduced to WorldSkills when I went to the live event in 2018 with my company BAE Systems,” explained Abigail Stansfield, a member of the WorldSkills UK Squad. “After that event I decided to enter and was selected to compete in the national competition, where I took third position, something I was really proud of. After the friendly competition at MACH I’m hopeful that I’ll be selected to compete in the global competition in Shanghai.”

Abigail continued, “I’d recommend taking part in WorldSkills to anyone in the engineering industry. It doesn’t matter how experienced you are, you’re probably better than you think,” added Stansfield. “That was definitely the case for me! Entering a competition such as WorldSkills can highlight your skills and potential to yourself, the company and the rest of the UK, so go for it!”

WorldSkills is an independent charity that supports young people across the world in competition-based training. WorldSkills UK hosts competitions in over 50 disciplines, including engineering and construction, to help young people in these industries develop their skills. 

As well as supporting initiatives such as WorldSkills and the MACH Education and Development zone, Renishaw runs an extensive education outreach programme to encourage students to pursue engineering and science-based careers. For further information, visit www.renishaw.com/en/education-outreach.


-ENDS-

Notes to editors

UK-based Renishaw is a world leading engineering technologies company, supplying products used for applications as diverse as jet engine and wind turbine manufacture, through to dentistry and brain surgery. It has over 5,000 employees located in the 37 countries where it has wholly owned subsidiary operations. 

For the year ended June 2021 Renishaw recorded sales of £565.6 million of which 95% was due to exports. The company’s largest markets are China, the USA, Japan and Germany.

Throughout its history Renishaw has made a significant commitment to research and development, with historically between 13 and 18% of annual sales invested in R&D and engineering. The majority of this R&D and manufacturing of the company’s products is carried out in the UK.

The Company’s success has been recognised with numerous international awards, including eighteen Queen’s Awards recognising achievements in technology, export and innovation. 

Further information at www.renishaw.com
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